THE EMPIRE OF THE RUSSIAN  NOBILITY  IN THE 18TH  CENTURY

Peter the Great. An engraving of the IStli century

Peter decided to capture Azov. In the spring of 1695 a Russian
army of 30,000 sailed down the Oka to the Volga on river boats and
then crossed over to the Don. Peter wrote back to Moscow: "We amused
ourselves at Kozhukhov (Moscow suburb where the manoeuvres were
held), and now we are off to Azov to play." Having no fleet Peter
could not blockade the fortress from the sea, whence .the Turks were-
steadily receiving reinforcements, arms and provisions.

However, lack of coordination and mutual support among the
different regiments of the Russian army permitted the Turks to concen-
trate their forces at the most vulnerable points. The onset of autumn
compelled the Russians to lift their siege of Azov.

The unsuccessful Azov campaign demonstrated to Pater how badly"
Russia needed a navy. Resolved upon renewing the campaign the fol-
lowing summer. Peter ordered the construction in a single winter of
a flotilla of galleys and other light craft. Shipyards were set up on
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